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© Members of Parliament are waiting for Mr. Duncan 
Bee Minister of Defence, to comment on Commander 


We must be firm with Sir Roy : 
By FENNER BROCKWAY, MP 


"JHE big clash in the British colonial 

territories will almost certainly come 
in East and Central Africa. Here the 
conflict of interests is not so much be- 
tween London and Africa as between 
the European and African peoples in 
the territories. 

In the Central African Federation the 
European minority (1 in 25 of the popula- 
tion), who dominate the Legislature by 25 
Europeans to six Africans, is demanding 
early “self-government.” Sir Roy Welensky, 
the Prime Minister, says that it is humiliat- 
ing to see Ghana, Nigeria and Malaya going 


IS week Peace News has had to 

cut down to eight pages. We simply 

have not the money to print a bigger 

paper. We have had to leave out this 
week ... 

. @ statement about nuclear bomb tests 

by Dr. Linus Pauling. 

. a report of India’s protest about the 
use of UN trust territory for H-bomb 

tests. 
... @n important survey of the much 
neglected problem of world poverty, 
specially prepared for Peace News. 

. .. an article on “ Club Leadership as a 
form of National Service.” 

. a report on the development of the 
Peace activities of the American Friends 
Service Committee. 

. the full text of the Manchester 
Guardian and Catholic Herald editorials 
supporting Commander King-Hail's de- 
mand for an inquiry into non-violent 
defence. 

. “The Conscientious Objector,” an 
article by Don Murray, co-star with 
Marilyn Monroe in the film “ Bus Stop.” 

. very many interesting and encourag- 
ing reports of the campaign ees 
H-bomb tests in Britain and the USA . 
maany readers’ letters, and, putting our- 
selves last of all, the report of the Peace 
News 2Ist Birthday celebrations. 


IF THREE READERS WILL EACH 
SEND US £20 we will publish a 12-page 
issue next week. . . . a bumper issue for 
sale at the marches and demonstrations now 
taking place all over Britain. 

WIRE US TODAY IF YOU CAN HELP. 

Discuss with your friends how you can 
increase our sales. Send £1 for one dozen 
copies of the next eight issues. Take collec- 
tions for Peace News at your meetings if 
you believe Peace News has a job to do in 
the world today. 


ahead of the Federation in the march of 
independenge. The short answer to Sir Roy 
is this: 

We should welcome the independence 
of Central Africa on the same demo- 
cratic basis as Ghana enjoys, as Malaya 
will obtain in August, and as igo is 
claiming. 

Ghana has adult suffrage. Malaya is to 
have adult suffrage. The progressive ele- 
ments in Nigeria are demanding adult 
suffrage at the Conference now meeting in 
London. Will the Prime Minister of Central 
Africa accept adult suffrage, which is the 
only basis of real democracy ? 

Not on your life (if I may use an expres- 
sive Americanism)! After his recent discus- 
sions in London with Mr. Lennox-Boyd, the 
Colonial Secretary, Sir Roy made this state- 
ment : 

“One thing is certain. The dogma of 
one man one vote cannot play in our part 
of Africa in the foreseeable future. Any 
pretence that it could is only mischievous 
and dangerous.” 

At any rate, we know where we stand 
with Central Africa’s Premier. Sir Roy 
Welensky should also know where the 
Labour Party stands. We are pledged to 
refuse to hand over any African territory to 
a European minority. Our condition for 
independence is democracy. 


Labour’s policy 


Recently there has been great pressure in 
Press and Parliament for a “ bi-partisan ” 
British Colonial policy. The eagerness of 
the Tories for a united front between the 
Government and the Opposition on this 
issue is almost pathetic. They want unity 
behind the European settlers before the 
clash breaks. 

To be frank, there are a few voices in the 
Labour Party who want it also, but they are 
at present an insignificant back-bench mino- 
rity. During the period in Opposition, 
Labour's policy in regard to the colonies 
has advanced more than on any other sub- 
ject. It is now our task to see that it is 
applied when Labour comes to power. 

Sir Roy Welensky has recently revealed 
the kind of franchise he wants in Central 
Africa. There are to be two classes of 
voters. The first will be small and “ high 
qualifications ” will be required. By this I 
suspect Sir Roy means, following the ex- 
ample of Kenya that income and property 
tests will be applied as well as educational. 
This select circle will elect 75 per cent. of 
the members of the Legislature. It will, of 
course, be mainly European. 

The second class of voters will be larger. 
It will include those registered in Class 1 

10 ON PAGE FIVE 


Sir Stephen King-Hall’s call for serious consideration of non- 


Wee. resistance as a national defence policy. 
was Mr. Sandys who in the Defence debate, on April 16 


pe ae that “in present circumstances, it 

impossible effectively to defend ihis 
country against an attack with hydrogen 
bombs.” 


Last week, Frank Allaun, MP, and Reg. 
Moss, MP sent him a copy of Commander 
King-Hall’s “Reflections on Defence”. 


It is expected that the Defence Minister 
will face careful cross-examination in the 
House of Commons after it reassembles on 
June 25, should he not agree to give serious 
thought to this proposal. 

The Manchester Guardian joined this 
week the call for serious consideration of 
non-violent resistance as a_ possible 
national defence policy in place of 
nuclear weapons. 

The Catholic Herald has called on Britain 
to help create ‘“‘a moral third power,” 
renouncing nuclear weapons and depending, 
if necessary, on non-violent and civilian re- 
sistance. 


CHEAP PRECAUTION 


The Nation, prominent US liberal weekly 
magazine, is reported to be re-printing the 
full text of Commander Sir Stephen King- 
Hall’s “ Reflections on Defence.” 

In a lengthy editorial on June HI, the 
Manchester Guardian declared : 

“Even for those who are less gloomy 
than Sir Stephen about the effectiveness 
of the deterrent in the next few years, the 
proposal seems worth support.” 


If any of the possible developments of 
modern weapons were to emerge, “ the 
alternative of non-violent resistance might 
be, as Sir Stephen suggests, the best means 
to defend our way of life. An enquiry, at 
any rate, seems a cheap precaution.” 

“The inquiry is not one which a Govern- 
ment could readily undertake. It would be 
less embarrassing if organised by non-official 
bodies.” 

The Manchester Guardian felt that vio- 
lence and Western military preparations had 
played a potentially useful role in maintain- 
ing the “ will to resist” in Eastern Europe. 

““What we are trying to defend—whether 
‘by the nuclear deterrent or by non-violent 
resistance—is a system of government by 
consent and of individual liberty. By either 
method its defence depends on projecting an 


idea. 
MORAL INFLUENCE 


“For the deterrent to be effective the 
Russian Government must be persuaded 
that the cost to itself of trying to spread 
Communism by military force will be too 
high. 

“Equally, for non-violent resistance 
to be effective the Russian Government 
must be persuaded that it cannot success- 
fully impose Communism on people who do 
not want it. At present the former appears 
more likely to achieve its objective than the 
latter.” 

The editorial concluded: “An inquiry 
into non-violent resistance would have to 


AS MANCHESTER GUARDIAN AND 
CATHOLIC HERALD JOIN DEBATE 
ON UNARMED DEFENCE iNQUIRY— 


s MPs AWAIT ANSWER 
== FROM DUNCAN SANDYS 


consider whether it could be so persuasive 
[as the hydrogen bomb and nuclear missile] 
—and, if not, whether peopie in Britain are 
ready for the suffering which a struggle with 
the apparatus of a police State would 
bring.” 

The Catholic Herald on June 7 in its 
editorial entitled “A Moral Third Power ” 
declared that this is a period “ of the utmost 
moral difficulty and perplexity.” 

“Onc senses that for the first time it is 
dawning on people generally that the race 
in nuclear weapons and the production of 
atomic guided missiles (with the ‘ mer- 
chants of death’ trade between nations to 
which it has given rise) is not only 
morally horrible, but idiotic and suicidal.” 
Although deliberate resort to nuclear war 

is not likely at present, ‘we cannot risk 
delay for a political crisis of the first magni- 
tude could blaze up at any moment,” the 
Catholic Herald stated. 

Britain’s entrance into the nuclear bomb 
race “deprives this country of the oppor- 
tunity of making the kind of gesture needed 
if the nuclear race is to be stopped and dis- 
armament begun in earnest.” 

Seeking an alternative, the editorial 
asked : “‘Can we not conceive a Power, 
genuinely ‘ great,’ not because it possesses 
a tremendous armoury of nuclear, atomic 
and conventional weapons, but because it 
is determined to display a moral influence 
commensurate with the peoples, traditions, 
experience, values which it may repre- 
sent ?” 

“If it is argued that powers of actual 
resistance there must be, then there is the 
possibility of non-violent, or civilian resist- 
ance, at present being advocated by Com- 
mander Sir Stephen King-Hall in Peace 
News.” 


BREAKING THE DEADLOCK 


The editorial said there was “ little hope ” 
that non-violent resistance against “a deter- 
mined Soviet Russia” would be effective, 
but maintained that “it is arguable that the 
deterrent effect of a third world ‘ moral 
force,’ resolved on every means of civilian 
and non-violent resistance, if the worse came 
to the worst, would hardly be less than the 
USA’s nuclear and atomic weapons.” 

In present conditions, Great Britain and 
the Commonwealth, acting in unison with 
Western Europe could realise “Great 
Power ” status infinitely more effectively 
by moral influence than by being a very 
bad third in the nuclear race, 

“Nor have we any doubt that such a 
policy (too late perhaps for a Conserva- 
tive Government but open to a Labour 
one) would receive the blessing of the 
Holy See and the great religious leaders 
of the world. 

“Moreover, such an initiative would 
prove, we believe, the best means of break- 
ing the present deadlock between the USA 
and the USSR in the nuclear armaments 
race.” 

On page five, Count Michael de la 
Bedoyere, Editor of the Catholic Herald, 
and Henry Usborne, MP, Hon. Sec. of the 
Parliamentary Group for World Goyern- 
ment, write on Commander Sir Stephen 
King-Hall’s proposal. A letter from Com- 
mander King-Hall appears on page six. 


March for peace with Donald Soper, Vera Brittain, Stuart Morris, Sybil Morrison 
Saturday, June 22, 2.30 p.m. assemble DICK SHEPPARD HOUSE, 6 Endsleigh Street, London, W.C. | 


Led by London Pipe Band 


Woburn Place, Southampton Row, Bloomsbury Way, Oxford St., 


ROUTE : 


3) Leaflet distribution en route @ 
Charing X Rd., Trafalgar Square, Cockspur St., 


Tottenham Court Road, Euston Raad, Endsleigh Sr. 


Go all the way or join where you can ! 
Lower Regent St., Oxford St., Marble Arch, Oxford St., 
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MOUNTING H-PROTESTS 


WHITSTABLE 


TTHE Atomic Scientists’ Association 

estimated 1,000 deaths from each 
explosion of a nuclear weapon, said 
Dr. Hilton when he spoke recently at 
a protest meeting against H-bomb 
tests held in Whitstable (Kent). 

Where there was enough radio-active 
material, fatal diseases such as cancer 
occur, he continued, Britain had come to 
the ridiculous situation where 60 per cent 
of her scientific manpower was engaged on 
research into the development of weapons 
of war to which some £200,000.000 was 
devoted while only 15 per cent of that sum 
went into medical research. 

““We have got used to the idea of press- 
ing a switch to get music or light. Don't 
let us get used to the idea of pressing a 
switch to eliminate our enemies on the 
other side of the world,” he added. 

“We have looked to the coming genera- 
tion for a better world,” said Miss Picton, 
of Herne Bay, who also spoke at the meet- 
ing, “but the coming generation will not 
be a lofty race if these tests are allowed to 
continue. it will be maimed, blind or im- 
beciles.” 


LEICESTER 


“TL cannot attend church one Sunday and 
worship the Prince of Peace and then 
praise the manufacture of hydrogen bombs 
of Monday,” declared Mr. Edward Rush- 
worth, a former Liberal Party candidate 
when he spoke at a meeting of the Leicester 
branch of the Council for the Abolition 
of Nuclear Weapons Tests recently. 

Dr. J. R. S. Fincham explained the 
genetic and cancer hazards caused by in- 
creased radiation and another speaker Mrs. 
Muriel Hutchinson concluded: “If we do 
not protest against the bomb. we acquiesce 
in its use. We must raise our voices in 


protest.” 


CAMBRIDGE 


A week of activity was organised at 
lightning speed after the formation on May 
17 at Cambridge of a Council for the 
Abolition of Nuclear Weapon Tests. 

Fifteen thousand leaflets were distributed 
round the town, literature stalls were sct 
up in the market square and a_ poster 
parade was held in the afternoon of May 
25. Two hundred and fifty people attended 
an open-air meeting the following day to 
hear Mr. Wayland Young and Mrs. Sheila 
Jones (Secretary of the National Council) 
and a panel of local speakers, 

The film “Shadow of Hiroshima” was 
shown the next day followed by a brains 
trust of scientists at a mecting organised 
by the Association of Scientific Workers. 

Special prayers and services were held 
in the city churches on Sunday June 2 
and the next day 200 people attended an 
open-air meeting arranged by the local 
FoR group. 


SALISBURY 


Speaking at Salisbury of the statistics 
concerning the relation of cancer to radio- 
active particules, Col. Geoffrey F. Taylor, 
former Professor of Medicine at King 
Edward Medical College, said that the 
figures issued to Government Ministers and 
the public were one and a half years out 
of date. 

Using these figures the Government were 
seeking the public's acquiescence in the 
testing of nuclear weapons. It was import- 
ant that the British public should not be 
deluded as their example would be followed 
by other countries where public opinion 
was not so strong. 

Col. Taylor used charts to illustrate the 
way in which radio-activity becomes con- 
centrated in the growing points of the 
bodies of young children. Pastures in the 
West Country and other parts of Britain 
were already contaminated with radio- 
active Strontium 90 which was absorbed 
by human beings through the milk they 
drank, he continued. 

Increases in contamination had already 
been recorded at Yeovil, due to the Russian 
and American tests. Radio-active fall-out 
from the Christmas Island tests was just 


beginning to come down in this country 
in the rain and it would reach its maximum 
in a few wecks’ time, he added. 


A resolution passed at the close of the 
meeting called for the suspension of ail 
nuclear tests until the report of the World 
Health Organisation is published in six 
months’ time. 

It further stated that figures regarding 
the fall-out should be brought up to date 
and the full facts made known to the pub- 
lic and following their publication a 
referendum be held in Britain to determine 
whether the tests should be continued. 

Political and religious organisations 
attended the meeting which was organised 
by the Salisbury Constituency Liberal 
Party. 

Donald Dickinson, JP. who also spoke 
at the meeting, is the chairman of the 
recently formed Salisbury Council for the 
Abolition of Nuclear Weapon _ Tests. 
Several hundred signatures were obtained 
for a petition calling for the ending of the 
tests when the Council set up a stall in 
Salisbury market. 


HORNCHURCH 


Radio-active material was 100 million 
times as lethal as the most deadly poison. 
said Dr. Arnott, Secretary of the Atomic 
Sciences Committee of the Association of 
Scientific Workers, during a meeting 
entitled ‘Atoms for War or Peace” orga- 
nised by the Hornchurch and District 
“Way to Peace Group” on May 20. 

He described the latest H-bomb as ‘ ‘the 
most fiendish, develish type ever devised ” 
which could effectively poison 100,000 
square miles so that nothing could live in 
it. 

“Mr, Selwyn Lloyd has called those 
who oppose the tests, Communists. We 
can pass that over as the symptom of a 
bankrupt mind.” he added. 

Councillor J. W. Bush. of the Conser- 
vative group on Hornchurch Council. was 
interrupted by laughter and cries of “ Rub- 
bish“ when he spoke of “hysterical 
people who wanted to rush forward and 
stop our bomb tests.” 


SF. IVES 


Literature from Peace News, UNA and 


the National Council for the Abolition of, 


Nuclear Weapon Tests and a anti-H-test 
petition was displayed in a shop window 
by the St. Ives (Cornwall) group of the 
NCANWT. The campaign was advertised 
in the local Press and on May 10 a Joud- 
speaker car toured the town, 

Much free literature was distributed and 
650 signatures were obtained for the peti- 


tion. 
BRISTOL 


At a meeting in Bristol Prof. C. A. 
Coulson, FRS, pointed out that an H-bomb 
exploded in Bristo! near the ground would 
kill half the people between Bristol and 
London, the west wind being a bearer of 
the devastation. 

At Christmas Island the explosion was 
at a great height and the particules would 
come down slowly. Kut the distribution 
could be relied upon to be complete, 
everyone being liable to be affected. 

Professor A. V. Neale, MD, FRCP,, 
PhD, of Bristol University, spoke of the 
enormous susceptibility of the human body 
to Strontium 90. 

The meeting passed a resolution calling 
on the BBC to relay Dr. Albert Schweit- 
zer’s appeal urging the nations to abandon 
the tests. 


BLACKPOOL 


A resolution which read: “ This con- 
ference views with fear the development 
of the nuclear arms race, which can only 
end with complete disaster for the human 
race .. .” was passed at the Annual Con- 
ference of the National Amalgamated Union 
of Life Assurance Workers when it met at 
Blackpool from May 30-31. 

The resolution concluded by calling on 
the Government “as a contribution to the 
moral leadership of the world, to abolish 
all A and H-bomb tests and to cease in 
their manufacture.” 


HACKNEY, LONDON 


Many churches and local Trade Union 
branches are supporting the Hackney Com- 
mittee for the Abolition of Nuclear 
Weapon Tests of which Mayor Ald. Bertie 
Cohen is the president. 

An intensive campaign has begun to 
obtain signatures for an anti-H-test peti- 
tion and “vantage points” have been 
selected throughout the borough, Petition 
forms, now being circulated, may be 
obtaincd from Mr. R. South, 91 Glenarm 
Road, London, E.5. 


ALFRETON 


Although determined to do something to 
arouse public opinion about the H-test, 
Godfrey Cox, a 38-year-old ex-RAF man 
and member of the Mansfield Peace Group, 
found himself in complete isolation in the 
Derbyshire town of Alfreton. But acting 
entirely on his own initiative, he obtained 
posters from the National Council for the 
Abolition of Nuclear Weapon Tests: 
booked the film ‘“ Shadow of Hiroshima”; 
hired a Methodist hall; paid for an adver- 
tisement in the local Press; and invited 
Pennant G. Phillips, a leading Nottingham 
Quaker, to speak at the meeting. 

With two sandwich boards, Godfrey then 
paraded the town during the next three 
days advertising the meeting. 

An Alfreton Committee, pledged to 
arouse public opinion against the continua- 
tion of nuclear weapon tests was set up 
during the meeting with Godfrey Cox as 


secretary. 
SCOTLAND 


Dr. George MacLeod, new pacifist 
Moderator of the Church of Scotland, in 
his closing speech of its General Assembly 
recently, declared that “the East is not 
going to accept what we call Christianity 
unless the Church of the West moves 
quicker about Church Union and nuclear 
weapons.” 

People in the Far East were not turning 
to Christianity because the church was 
“fissured, atomised, submerged,’ and be- 


cause of “the Church's silence about 
nuclear weapons: the Church’s connivance 
about nuclear weapons: the Church’s col- 
lusion about nuclear weapons.” The Scots- 
man reported. 

es I am not covertly hinting that 
pacifism 1s the answer,” he said. “I am 
openly demanding that, at such a climactic 
time, churchmen everywhere should know 
what their answer is, and, if it be not 
pacifism. what is their answer in Christ? ” 


IRELAND 


“To am convinced in my own mind that 
deterrents are not the Christian answer,” 
said the outgoing Moderator of the General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in 
Ireland, the Very Reverend T, M, Barker. 

“TI cannot see how bombs can be 
defended in a Christian world view,” con- 
tinued Dr. Barker, who had been interned 
in Nagasaki in 1945, when the atomic bomb 
was dropped. “I believe that no nation to- 
day can afford the wasteful expense involved 
in nuclear weapons, but most of all I am 
convinced that we in the church can no 
longer opt out of the responsibility.” 

Referring to Dr. Barker's experience in 
Nagasaki, the new Moderator, the Very 
Reverend Professor R. J, Wilson, said: 
“The suffering of that day and its after- 
math should give the entire Church of 
Christ and all civilisation cause to heed 
what another missionary, Albert Schweitzer, 
has recently said: that we should seek some 
better method than testing of nuclear 
weapons to solve international differences.” 


Petition to Archbishop 

Over 7,000 signatures to a petition asking 
the Archbishop of Canterbury to denounce 
all H-bomb and kindred weapon tests have 
been collected and sent to His Grace by 
Aileen Hallsworth and Helena Sherlock. 


Facts and figurers on TV 


The substance of the Medical Research 
Council’s report on ‘The Hazards to man 
of Nuclear and Allied Radiations” will be 
broadcast on BBC television on June 19 
in a programme entitled “Facts and 
Figures.” 

More H-protest reports next week 


BISHOP OF MANCHESTER AND THE H-BOMB 


Remedy for fear: faith 


N no. conceivable circumstances 

ought we to use the H-bomb, said 

the Bishop of Manchester, Dr. D. L. 

Greer, in his presidential address to the 

Manchester Diocesan Conference 
recently. 


“ All nations of the world, for realistic 
as well as spiritual reasons, must come io 
the abandonment of the use of force. 
These are not my words—not the words 
of a sentimental ecclesiastic —- they are 
quoted from clause cight of the Charter 
of the United Nations. I am convinced 
that that time has come...” said Dr. 


Greer. 
A PLAGUE 


“We realise (do we not ?), he continued, 
that civil defence has become impossible, 
that 12 H-bombs could make this country 
uninhabitable ...” 


“It would be better to be defeated than 
to engage in H-bomb warfare,” he added, 
“for when the last bomb has exploded 
you have lost what you were fighting for. 

“Surely we have to realise (what those 
in authority do not seem to have realised) 
that the H-bomb is not a weapon, It 1s a 
plague, far worse than the dreaded bubonic 
plague. Its invention has created a com- 
pletely new situation. We have got to 
adjust our mental furniture to cope with 
its advent.” 


Against the suggestion that Britain might 
retain the bomb as a deterrent or that she 
might undertake to use it only if it were 
used against her first, Dr. Greer said: “It 
is generally agreed that the root cause of 
our present situation is fear—fear fed on 
mistrust and suspicion. 

“The only ultimate remedy for fear is 
faith—I do not here mean faith in God, 


but faith in the other person, party or 
nation. And that means trusting them more 
than the facts, and past experience would 
justify us in doing, in the hope that we 
might thus create in them something which 
was not there before.” 


ORDINARY MAN 


Advocating the unilateral renunciation of 
the bomb, he continued: “I believe this 
might bring about a new situation and 
that it might create an atmosphere in which 
the gradual reduction in other armaments 
might be possible.” 


Though only three nations at present 
possess the H-bomb, if scientific history is 
any guide, in a few years’ time that num- 
ber may well be 23, “It will be much 
more difficult to act effectively then.” 


Dr. Greer said that he could not believe 
that tactical nuclear weapons could be used 
without drawing in the H-bomb. “ We must 
abolish them, too,” he said, “ but one step 
at a time.” 


Speaking about the abolition of nuclear 
weapons he continued: ‘“ Someone must 
give a lead. Some one nation must make 
an act of faith. My hope is that it might 
be Great Britain.” 


Dr. Greer concluded that: “In matters 
of high policy, touching life and death. 


peace and war, trust no Government .. . 


“We have of recent years been far too 
ready to shelve our responsibility for deci- 
sion by handing it over to the Government 
or the expert ... If an H-bomb war starts 
it will be cold comfort to be told that we 
have followed the best technical advice.” 

The ordinary man must judge but it must 
be the informed ordinary man. “He must 
be given the facts and the issues must be 
patiently explained to him.” 
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—— RELIGIOUS NEWS AND VIEWS 


a monthly column by 


STUART MORRIS — 


Not far enough 


THE General Assembly of the Church of 

Scotland included a discussion on the 
use of nuclear weapons. which recalled a 
previous debate on the Church’s attitude to 
war, when George MacLeod, put the pacifist 
position, and the Reverend Professor Pitt- 
Watson argued that there were circumstances 
in which the Church should support a just 
war. On this occasion George MacLeod as 
Moderator had to keep quiet and the Pro- 
fessor argued strongly that the official 
motion of the Church and Nation Commit- 
tee, urging the Goverament to use every 
possible means in concert with other Gov- 
ernments to reach agreement on a _ policy 
of disarmament and more especially on 


limiting experiments with nuclear weapons. , 


did not go far enough. 


He demanded that in the meantime the 
British Government should pledge itself to 
refiain from further H-bomb tests. In the 
end a compromise was reached, which did 
no more than ask the Government to refrain 
from further tests. 


In a leading article The Scotsman accused 
the Assembly of lack of clarity (and almost 
of lack of courage) pointing out that Britain 
was not giving anv sort of lead and that 
with the choice between a motion which 
gave a lead and one which did not, the 
Assembly by accepting the latter had refused 
to face up to its responsibility. 


Unfortunately the Assembly also rejected 
an addendum moved by the Reverend Dr 
J. H. Burry, the Secretary of the PPU 
Group in Aberdeen, asking the Church and 
Nation Committee to study the value and 
power of non-violent resistance as a means 
of defence and to report to the General 
Assembly in 1958. 


Faith is the deterrent 


In his Diocesan Letter, the Archbishop of 
York while believing that the greatest need 
is to secure disarmament by agreement 
recognises the difficulty of securing the 
necessary international control and inspec- 
tion, and in the meantime places his faith 
in deterrents. He says that appeals have 
been made to him to denounce atomic 
weapons, but in no case did they state 
clearly the alternative. Surely, it should be 
for a Christian Leader to suggest the alter- 
native to what the Church has described as 
incompatible with the will of God. 


Although he admits that the case for 
pacifism has gained in strength, the Arch- 
bishop would not accept it as convincing 
He prefers to think in terms of a choice 
between evils, and in so doing denies the 
effective authority of God by implying that 
there are circumstances within which it is 
not possible to do his will. 


What Manchester thinks... 


On the other hand, the Bishop of Man- 
chester in his Diocesan Magazine and at this 
Diocesan Conference stated that in no 
conceivable circumstances ought we to use 
the H-bomb and expressed the hope that 
renunciation of it would pave the way for 
general disarmament. 

Unlike the Archbishop of York he be- 
lieves that it is better to take a risk which 
is creative and can lead to no worse than 
maternal defeat, than to take one which 
might lead into a defeat where the only 
compensation was the total destruction of 
the enemy as well as ourselves. 


He therefore pleaded for faith not only 
in God but “in the other person, party or 
nation.” He added that the Suez controversy 
had taught a lesson which should be re- 
membered. “It was then said ‘We do not 
know the facts. We must trust the Gov- 
ernment. I say ‘In matters of high policy 
touching life and death, peace and war, 
trust no government. In matters of high 
policy it is the ordinary man who must 
judge.’” 

The Bishop of Chichester also appealed 
to the British Government to give a lead in 
renouncing the tests, but it is significant that 
in reporting the Diocesan Conference The 
Times made no reference to his appeal and 
concentrated entirely on the Bishop's deci- 
sion to retire at the end of the year. 

The Catholic Herald continues to carry in 
its correspondence columns a considerable 
number of letters, the large majority of 
which express opposition to preparations 
for nucicar warfare on moral grounds. 


AMERICA AND THE H-BOMB 


IN MAY 
By Dr. Homer Jack 


"HILE Americans seem always to do “too little too late” by British 
standards, the effort to stop H-bomb tests accumulated considerable 
momentum in the last half of May. Here is the record : 


May 1!6—The Reporter magazine pub- 
lished a long article on ‘“Fall-out from 
Nevada” which revealed for the first time 
to most Americans that the Atomic Energy 
Commission was less than candid with the 
residents adjacent to this testing ground on 
the dangers of radiation even from ‘“‘baby- 
bombs.” 


May 17--Prof. E. B. Lewis published a 
scientific paper on the relation of leukaemia 
to radiation. This appeared in Science, the 
official weekly publication of the American 
Association for the Advancement of Science, 
and this magazine editorialised that “it is 
apparent that the atomic dice are loaded.” 


Human dignity 


May 18—The Saturday Review published 
for the first time in America, the full text 
of the Schweitzer declaration and editor 
Norman Cousins revealed his efforts in help- 
ing Schweitzer produce this statement. 


May 19—~-The Gallup Poll showed that 
63 per cent of Americans agree that the US 
should stop nuclear tests if all other nations, 
including Russia, agree to stop such tests. 


May 25—The Saturday Review published 
scientific criticisms of Dr, Willard Libby's 
attack on Schweitzer’s declaration, Atomic 
scientist Harrison Brown concluded that “ as 
the testing nations follow their present path, 
as their actions result indiscriminately in the 
deaths of persons all over the world, and 
as they continue to pursue an_ elusive 
security, they lose what is perhaps the most 
important element of true security—their 
human dignity.” 


Open, criticism 


May 27—A subcommittee of the Joint 
Congressional Committee on Atomic Energy 
opened extensive hearings in Washington on 
“The Nature of Radioactive Fall-out and its 
Effects on Man.” This is no loaded hearing 
to shield the Atomic Energy Commission. 
{f anything, many of the subcommittee 
members are openly critical of the AEC. 
Already the subcommittee has heard testi- 
mony that Russia would soon be capable 
of delivering an H-bomb attack on the 
United States that would kill 82,000,000 
Americans. 


But the news from America on H-bomb 
tests was not all good. In this same period 
there were some setbacks: 


May 24--Dr. Arthur H. Compton, Ameri- 
can atomic scientist, went to Oslo and said 
that Dr. Schweitzer “has vastly overrated” 
the dangers of fall-out. 


Direct action 


May 28-—-The first nuclear test in the 
1957 Nevada scrics was made—the forty- 
sixth test on the American continent. 


Former President Harry Truman wrote 
that “the dangers that might occur from 
the fall-out in our tests involve a small 
sacrifice when compared to the infinitely 
greater evil of the use of nuclear bombs in 
war.” 

Organisationally, iwo significant develop- 
ments occurred late in May. Both are 
embryonic but are well worth noting. A 
group of American citizens on the highest 
level are exploring the possibility of organ- 
ising a nation-wide effort to oppose nuclear 
bomb tests. Separately, leaders of several 
pacifist organizations are uniting to form a 
committee to take direct action against the 
current atomic tests in Nevada. tests which 
are supposedly to continue until September. 


Genetic integrity 


Also in May, Viking published a new 
volume, “Radiation: What It Is and How 
it Affects You,” by Jack Schubert and Ralph 
E, Lapp. This timely book was widely re- 
viewed in the American Press, It contains 
a detachable ‘‘Radiation Diary” for indi- 
vidual Americans to keep and take to their 
physicians whenever facing medical or other 
radiation hazards. 


In the midst of all these efforts, there is 
some evidence that the American govern- 
ment may be ahead of its people in trying 
to outlaw H-bomb tests. It is reported that 
when Harald Stassen unveils the new Ameni- 
can disarmament plan, a prominent feature 
will be the cessation of muclear bomb tests. 
tn additien, Senator Mike Mansfield, top 
Democratic leader in foreign policy, has 
asked President Eisenhower to call another 
Srmmit conference for the one purpose of 
stooping H-bomb tests. Also AEC chair- 
man, Lewis Strauss, obliquely called for an 
earlv mecting of humanists and philosophers 
of the world in an effort to use the atom 
for constructive purposes and not for war. 

America may be lagging. but slowly some 
of her leaders are coming out of their 
lethargy on this crucial issue of genetic 
integrity. 


H-FLASHES 


The Schweitzer appeal has been signed by 
about 100,000 people in Norway (popula- 
tion about 34 million), It was published 
in full in all the major newspapers. 


War Resisters in Stuttgart, Germany, joined 
with the local Fellowship of Reconcilia- 
tion in organising a public meeting 
recently, addressed by Professors Klumb 
and Rauhut, 

In New Zealand a meeting of 1,600 people 
in Auckland Town Hall urged their Gov- 
ernment to give a lead at UN and the 
coming conference of Commonwealth 
Prime Ministers in the banning of H- 
bomb tests. 

The Anglican Primate of Australia, Arch- 
bishop Mowil, as President of the World 
Council of Churches in Australia, has 
asked the Australian Prime Minister “‘ to 
consider the viewpoint of Asians who 
have expressed urgent concern about the 
effects of nuclear experiments.” 


A mass-parade of women took place in 
Sydney, Australia, recently, according 
to a Reuter report. One hundred of them, 
representing 30 organisations tried to 
enter a building used by Federal Parlia- 
mentarians but police barred their way. 

Important discussions are taking place in 
the USA among scientists, Quakers, 
writers and others with a view to action 
to halt tests, 


Secret mission 


disclosure 


TN a recent speech, Frank Allaun, MP 

4 (Lab. Salford .East) criticised certain 
sections of the Press. “I bitterly resent 
the disgusting appeal to jingoism of such 
papers as the Daily Sketch, which during 
the Suez Crisis carried the front page 
headline, ‘Let the cry babies moan,’ the 
cry babies being people who disagreed 
with war on Egypt. 


“When the bombing of Port Said took place 
I am afraid there were other kinds of 
babies who were moaning—Egyptian 
babies and British babies, the children of 
the fortunately few British casualties 
concerned.” 

Citing the case of an American bomber 
said to have been on purely routine 
operations when shot down near the 
Baltic, Mr. Allaun pointed out that the 
angry diplomatic exchanges had led to 
even angricr headlines in the newspapers. 
Yet “it transpires that shortly before he 
flew for the last time, the pilot of that air- 
craft, sent to his wife in America a letter 
saying how proud he was to be flying on 
that operation as it was a secret mission.” 

Two local weekly papers in America printed 
the letter’ but, despite the new light it 
threw on the situation, only three British 
papers printed it. 


June 14, 1957—PEACE NEWS—3 


A PRACTICAL POLICY 


EAST month 40 MPs met 

in the House of Com- 
mons to discuss a Royal 
Commission on unarmed 
defence. 


The significance of this 
can hardly be exaggerated. 
It means that an idea which 
has hitherto been widely 
ignored as the starry-eyed 
idealism of a few woolly-minded pacifists is 
now being seriously considered by non- 
pacifist politicians and journalists as a practi- 
cal and realistic policy. 


We need hardly point out that this, the 
most hopeful movement towards peace since 
the war, having begun, everything possible 
must be done to support and accelerate it. 

For this task, the inestimable value of 
Peace News, the only weekly newspapr in 
the world exclusively devoted to the preven- 
tion of war, is more obvious than ever, 


But Peace News is seriously hampered in 
that task by the lack of money with which 
both to subsidise its publication and employ 
extra secretarial and research workers. 

We believe this is the right time to ask 
personally for the biggest effort you have 
ever made for Peace News. Please send 
your promise or your gift now to the 
Treasurers as below, 


We need 
£2,898 by Dec. 31 
THE EDITOR. 

Contributions since May 23, 1957: £90 
13s. 2d. 

Total since January 1, 1957: £601 18s, Od. 

Anonymous contributions gratefully 
acknowledged: from E, M. T., £1; Anon. 
£1 ; Faith and Hope, 10s. 

Please make cheques, etc., payable to 
Peace News Ltd., and address them to Lady 
Clare Annesley, Joint Treasurer, Peace 
News, 3 Blackstock Road, London, NA. 
——_— 


Give all your friends a copy of 


Is Peace Possible 2 
PROFESSOR KATHLEEN 
LONSDALE 
“* Penguin Special”? on Peace, Freedom 

end justice. 
2s. 6d. (postage 3d) 
Quantities supplied ‘sale or return” for 
groups and meetings 
HOUSMANS, 3 Blackstock Rd » London, N.4 
| Pa | 


Special postal offer 
to new readers 


12 News 2s. 6d. 


(US 13 weeks for Sl) 


PEACE NEWS 
3 Blacksteck Rd., Londen, N.4 


STANDARD RATES 


Great Britain : 
Ten wks. 5s.: 20 wks. 105; One yr. 258, 
Abroad (Sea Mail) : 
Twelve wks. Ss.; 24 wks. 10s.: One yr, 2ls, 
AIR MAIL SUBSCRIPTION RATES 
N. Africa and Middle East: 

Twelve wks. 7s.; 24 wks. 14s.; One yr, 30s. 
India, South, East and West Africa’ 
Anierica and §.E. Asia; 

Twelve wks. 8s,; 24 wks. 16s.; One yr. 343, 
Australia and Far East: 

Twelve wks. 9s.; 24 wks, 18s.; One yr, 38s. 
AIR EXPRESS EDITION 
to US and all parts of America, from our US 
Sales Office, c/o American Friends Service Com- 
mittee, 130 Brattle St., Cambridge, 38, Mass. 
$5 year $1 three months, 


OR hand this 
to your newsagent 
Please deliver PEACE NEWS 


to me weckly 
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sub-committee 


MPHE hopes expressed by the Prime 
Minister and Mr, Selwyn Lloyd that 
something may now be expected to come 
out of the negotiations on the UN Sub- 
Committee on Disarmament are supported 
by similar undefined hopes sexpressed by 
Mr. Stassen for America and Mr, Zorin for 
Russia. 


The basis for this controlled optimism is 
not to be found in anything that has 
occurred in the course of the recent Lan- 
caster House meetings. It must be looked 
for in the talks that are going on behind 
the scenes which it is hoped will result in 
due course in some definite proposals for 
the Sub-Committee. 

It is understood that Mr. Zorin is anxious 
to return to Russia with some kind of 
agreement, however modest, and there is 
intense activity on the part of the represen- 
tatives of the Western Powers to agree 
among themselves on something that they 
can submit to him. It is evident that 
nothing very revolutionary is to be looked 
for. 

For instance, there may be an adaptation 
of President Eisenhower's “open skies” 
proposition that will apply it neither to 
Russia and the US as originally suggested, 
nor to Central Europe as proposed by 
Russia, but to an area around the North 
Pole which may include Siberia and Alaska. 
It is possible that a mere “ token” agree- 
ment of this kind may be psychologically 
better than nothing as registering once 
again after the “summit” talks of 1955 a 
common realisation of the unprecedented 
character of the menace of war today with 
the new weapons. 

There is some evidence too that there is 
now developing a greater readiness to take 
some steps toward bringing atomic weapons 
under inspection and control. It is recog- 
nised that the states that have not yet, like 
the US, Russia, and Britain, equipped them- 
selves with H-bombs will not be willing to 
forego the attempt to do so if they are not 
given the assurance that the three “ great” 
powers have not submitted themselves to a 
controlled reduction, 

France next 

BE next on the list of claimants to the 

greatness” given by possession of the 
H-bomb is likely to be France, for whom 
1960 will be the crucial year. By then it is 
estimated that France will have available 
sufficient plutonium or uranium 235 to make 
the manufacture of H-bombs possible. 


Whenever the French Defence Minister, 
M. Bourgés-Manoury, makes a speech he 
refers to the necessity that the French Army 
shall be equipped with nuclear arms, and 
it is evident that he is not thinking merely 
in terms of what are called “tactical” 
weapons, The French Commissariat for 
Nuclear Energy has a “Department for 
New Techniques’ whose work is secret. It 
is assumed that it is engaged on research 
*connected with the construction of A-bombs 
and H-bombs when this becomes possible 
for France, 2 

The arguments that France will use to 
justify this development will of course be 
precisely the arguments that Britain has 
heard from Mr. MacMillan. They will have 
equal validity for France and will have no 
less dangerous consequences, For the same 
arguments apply equally to West Germany, 
and when Germany passes on from “ tac- 
tical” to “strategic” nuclear weapons the 
position of France, and of course Britain 
will be one of much greater danger than it 
was before Mr. MacMillan decided that 
Britain must be “ great.” Whatever comes 
from the present Lancaster House negotia- 
tions it will be many a long day before we 
shall be able to forget the consequences of 
Britain’s H-bomb, 


Ameriean experiment 


LR pam through the efforts of A. J. 

Muste, Secretary Emeritus of the 
American Fellowship of Reconciliation, 
there has come into being in the United 
States a combination of people of “left” 
tendencies, including some Communists, for 
“study and serious untrammelled political 
discussion among all elements that think of 
themselves as related to historic Socialist 
and Labour traditions, values and objec- 
tives.” 
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The Group is to be called the “ American 
Forum for Socialist Education.” It has a 
national committee of 40, including a num- 
ber of distinguished literary personalities, 
among whom are Dr, Stringfellow Barr and 
Waldo Frank. Among pacifists on the 
committee are Bayard Rustin, Milton Mayer 
and Russell Johnson. 

Those forwarding the idea overlap con- 
siderably with the group responsible for the 
publication of “ Liberation,” the US monthly 
magazine with a “ Third Way ” orientation. 
Sidney Lens, a Chicago Trade Union 
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leader, who is one of the Associate Editors 
of “ Liberation,” is Secretary, 

The upheaval among American Com- 
munists following the Krushchov de-Stalini- 
sation speech and the Russian imposition of 
the Kadar Government on Hungary by 
armed force has been much greater than 
among the European Communist Parties, 
and those concerned in this movement who 
stand for free democratic conceptions 
apparently hope that even among those who 
are continuing their Communist Party 
membership in the US there may be a 
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A SECOND 21 YEARS? 


OUR twenty-first anniversary has brought very many wishes that Peace 

News may have a similarly useful life for the next 2) years. The 
conditions in which Peace News has to convey its message today are 
very different from those in which it started. 


Its 21 years can be divided into two almost equal parts: the period leading 
up to and including World War II, and the period since that war. In contrast 
to 1936 there can today be no question of its surviving a new world war. 


Since 1945 there have been a number of wars that have been reflected in 
its pages, including the very dreadful Korean War, the War in Egypt (in which 
Britain engaged in flagrant aggression), the Algerian War being waged today. 
Doubtless Peace News will have the unpleasant duty of carrying information 
regarding future local wars. 


* * 


"THERE will be, however, no further world war that Peace News will 
survive. An ead to newspaper production, as we know it, would be 
a minor casualty in the destruction of so much of the life af the wozld. 


The two periods of the past life of Peace News may also be described as 
the period before and after nuclear weapons. This means that although the 
message which Peace News was founded to spread remains fundamentally the 
same, there has been a radical change in the conditions in which it has to be 
delivered, The H-bomb has produced an absolute and ultimate change in the 
character of war. 


In some ways the delivery of the pacifist message has become easier, in others 
more difficult. But unless mankind is brought to a vital realisation that other 
ways of living that permit peaceful relationships between men must be found, 
the message of pacifism wil! have failed to achieve its purpose, and the future of 
mankind is doomed. Pacifism can only be successful if the new situation can 
in time bring the mass of men to face the fact that in an unqualified renunciation 
of war lies the only policy for mankind that does not seek to escape realitics. 


* * 


T must be the function of the pacifist movement, and of Peace News, 


its newspaper, to seek more effective ways to bring men to face this 
fact. 


There is no longer the need to convince men that war in itself cannot be 
desirable. It is hard to realise that anyone could have ever believed that. Thcre 
is no need today to refute the psychological, and even biological, nonsense on 
war that was still widely prevalent even when Peace News began. 

But there is still the need to convince men that they must abandon reliance 
on the threat of war. 


The Suez affair demonstrated how easily those using war as an instrument 
of policy can be induced to move from threat to action. After the Franco- 
British aggression, the chain-reaction began of threat and counter-threat that will 
finally—unless we learn that we must renounce the power to threaten—bring the 
world down in nuclear warfare, in which the “ deterrent” (merely another word 
for threat) will play its deadly part in general massacre. 


* * 


T is the terrible and overwhelming character of the new threat of 


world war that is the biggest obstacle in pacifist work today, and 
in increasing the circulation obviously demanded for a paper like Peace 
News. 


That is why despite Peace News being 21 years old, it is still the only weekly 
newspaper of its kind in the world. 


Men and women very naturally do not want to contemplate the horror that 
hangs over them. The defensive mechanism in their minds that helps them to 
keep this realisation away also keeps them from exercising their moral respon- 
sibility on the most important issue that will govern their future—or whether they 
will have a future. 


The most important work of the pacifist today is to find ways of breaking 
through this psychological barrier in the average man and woman. Only if this 
barrier can be broken down, can there come to men today the realisation that 
the one realist answer to the threat of a third world war is the complete 
renunciation of preparation for war. 


readiness to abandon their traditional 
methods of action. 


US Communists 


WVE shall watch this experiment with 

Y" great interest but with considerable 
scepticism. There can clearly be great value 
today in discussion between ihose  ex- 
Communists who have been impelled by 
the Hungarian happenings to rethink iheir 
position and those who have hitherto held 
that the Communist method of action is 
inevitably destructive of worthwhile human 
values; but unless there is something 
fundamentaly different in the official posi- 
tion of the US Communist Party and those 
of France, Italy and Britain it seems io us 
that such discussions only promise to be of 
value where those who were Communists 
by their resignation have renounced the 
methods which were the basis of their 
Party’s activities. 

The Council of the American Forum has 
among its members Professor Doxey 
Wilkerson, a present member of the 
National Committee of the Communist 
Party, and although it is laid down that 
members of the Forum represent themselves 
and not their organisations we shall await 
with great interest to learn whether Pro- 
fessor Wilkerson is able to act on the 
Council of the Forum independently of the 
instructions of his Party. 

Should this prove to be possible it will 
have become evident that the US Com- 
munist Party has developed a_ radically 
different character from Communist Parties 
elsewhere. 


The Editor's 


NOTEBOOK 


Mrs. Matimba flies in 

MBS. ADRI MATIMBA, Dutch wife of 
African lawyer, Patrick Matimba, has 

joined her husband at St, Faith's Mission, 

Rusape, Southern Rhodesia. 

She left Holland with their 21-months-old 
baby daughter, Hanneke, by air on April 
25 after having been warned by the Dutch 
Foreign Office that things were unlikely to 
be easy for her and her husband and child 
in Rhodesia. 

The Southern Rhodesia Land Apportion- 
ment Act does not prohibit mixed marriages 
but does not allow an African to live in 
European areas, or a European to live in 
African areas. 

The long and the short of it is that an 
African, legally married to a white woman, 
has no right to live in his own country 
except under the “ extra territoriality ” of a 
Mission station. Hence their present refuge 
at the Co-operative Stores of St. Faith's, 


White settlers cpposition 


PATRICK MATIMBA, a lawyer, met his 

wife while he was studying in England 
and she was doing domestic work with a 
family at Guildford, Surrey, in order to 
improve her English. 

They can live without restriction at the 
Mission. But when they venture into 
Rusape, they are likely to feel the oppo- 
sition of the white settlers who last February 
staged a protest meeting on learning that 
a visa had been granted to Mrs. Matimba. 


Professor Catlin’s book 

WPHREE days after Gollancz publishes 
Vera Brittain’s new book, ‘“‘ Testament 

of Experience,” Phoenix House will pub- 

lish a book by her husband, Professor 

George Catlin, “What Does the West 

Want?” 

The substance of his book, a study of 
the political aims and aspirations of the 
non-Communist world, was delivered by 
Professor Catlin at the University of North 
Carolina as the Weil Lectures. 

Contributors to this well-known lecture 
series have included Eleanor Roosevelt and 
Harold Laski. 

Both, books will be reviewed in Peace 
News. Vera Brittain’s next week, and Prof. 
Catlin’s the week after. 

I hear that each had dedicated their book 
to the other without the other knowing 
till it was in print. 


REFLECTIONS ON 
DEFENCE 


Reprints of Commander Sir Stephen 
King-Hall’s “ Reflections on Defence” 
are still obtainable at 15s. per-100, or 2s. 
a doz., from Peace News, 3 Blackstock 
Rd., London, N.4. 
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Continuing the discussion on Commander King-Hall’s unarmed defence proposal 


A POSSIBLE ANSWER TO 
THE DILEMMA OF 
CHRISTIANS TODAY 


By Count Michael de la Bedoyere 


A FEW days ago I was present at a Catholic conference during which a priest 
gave an address. Early in his speech, he invited the audience to consider 
what Our Lord’s attitude to many contemporary habits and phenomena would 


have been. 


Together with sex display, newspaper 
uncharity, tax-evading and petty dishonesty 
of employees, he mentioned the H-bomb. 
I think few could have been in much doubt 
about Our Lord’s reaction to this last ex- 
pression of modern civilisation. 


But after his speech, the speaker answered 
questions and one member of the audience 
mentioned that his nephew in Australia kept 
on asking in his letters about the British 
attitude to the H-bomb, 

“What is yours, Father?” the ques- 
tioner asked, The speaker, instead of 
referring back to Christ, gave a semi- 
political answer in which he explained 
why he personally thought that the rights 
of self-defence made it necessary for us 
to have H-bombs in answer to the Soviet. 
I do not want to indict that speaker (who, 

in fact, is a friend of mine) because I think 
that the dilemma in which he found him- 
self is typical of many of the very best 
Christians today, 


Ultimate right 


For years I have pondered on this ques- 
tion only to be faced by this dilemma: on 
the one hand, nothing can justify the use 
(and therefore the making and possession) 
of an intrinsically indiscriminate weapon 
which must recklessly kill perhaps millions 
of innocent citizens and destroy the basis 
of ordered civilised living; on the other, 
every man has an ultimate right to defend 
himself against a self-avowed anti-God 
totalitarian tyranny, 

I have temporarily found a refuge in the 
increasing certainty that this country, at 
least, is not morally justified in making and 
possessing H-bombs. 

In adopting a policy, whose defence can 
only be it (seems to me) the wish to retain 
the prestige of being a great Power, Britain 
has missed the chance of making a great 
moral gesture before the world. In deliber- 
ately renouncing the manufacture and use 
of the H-bomb, Britain could have given 
a lead to the whole world, 

But to belicve and maintain this, can be 
no final answer to an unquiet conscience, 
for there always lies at the back of our 
minds in this country the realisation that if 
the worst came to the worse we should be 
sheltering under the nuclear defence of 
America. 

The dilemma, in its full force, only affects 
the USA and the USSR, the only two really 
“great” Powers of the world today. 

It would be hypocritical on my part to 
pretend that I can really resolve my own 
ditemma: I believe that the H-bomb is 
incompatible with Christianity; but I 


Count Michael de la Bedoyere 


also believe in the right to self-defence 

against materialistic barbarianism. 

This is why I am deeply interested in 
any serious study of the techniques of 
“non-violent resistance” as a_ possible 
answer. I must honestly confess that at 
first sight I see serious difficulties, 

A month or so ago, I had a long con- 
versation with a distinguished visitor from 
Poland with a fine record of resistance to 
Nazism for which he paid with months in 
a concentration-camp, 


Precedents 


I asked him why the same sort of under- 
ground resistance could not be carried out 
against the Soviet hold on his country, He 
said: “The Gestapo were children com- 
pared with the Russians and their agents 
in Poland, It just can’t be done.” 

The point is whether the precedents 
of “non-violent resistance,” successfully 
achieved, as for example against British 
rule in India, have not been in condi- 
tions where either a moral conscience or 
stupidity have weakened the power of the 
overlord. 

In other words, can ‘“ non-violent resist- 
ance” in the long run save a civilised way 
of life as against absolute ruthlessness com- 
bined with fully organised and skilful use 
of all modern methods of beastliness ? 

I do not say that the present regime in 
Russia, after the fall of Stalinism, fulfils 
these conditions of ruthless power. This 
again is a question for study, 

In other words, I would suggest that the 
line of ‘non-violent resistance” really 
offers some hope today of escaping the ter- 
rible dilemma that I have described. 

But so long as that dilemma persists, 
namely the possibility of the destruction 
of a civilised and Christian-based society 
by absolute ruthlessness, served by all 
modern methods of control and tyranny, 
then I, for one, shall find it hard to reach 
the conclusion that the possession and pos- 
sible use of the H-bomb is indefensible for 
the Christian. I wish I could think other- 
wise. 


BUT IS NON-VIOLENCE 


THE ONLY 


ANSWER 2 


asks Henry Usborne, MP 


‘THE suggestion that a Royal Com- 

mission should be set up to study 
the possibilities of non-violent resist- 
ance is a good one. The fact that so 
many responsible people like Com- 
mander King-Hall are thinking on these 
lines is, as Barbara Wootton said, of 
great significance; it cannot be long 
before some new proposal is adopted 
in place of the traditional and now 
obviously bankrupt policy of the White 
Paper. 

But what is the new system to be? Is 
non-violent resistance the answer ? If not, 
is there an alternative ? These are ques- 
tions we should try to answer. I think 
there are, broadly speaking, three forms 
of defence policy from which we could 
make a choice—not two only. 


There is, first, the conventional one, 
where a Sovereign State arms itself as 
heavily as it can afford and makes alliances 
with some nations in an effort to secure its 
own independence and self-interest against 
another nation or group of nations it re- 
gards as hostile. This old tribal policy is 
presented today in its newest look in the 
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latest Government White Paper. 

Then there is non-violent resistance, 
better known to Asians as satyagraha, the 
potentialities of which have, in recent years, 
impressed Commander King-Hall and many 
other observers, 

There is a third alternative, the federal- 
ists’, which I think deserves close examina- 
tion. Let me briefly describe what this idea 
is, so that I may compare its merits with 
those of NVR. 


The federalists argue that peace is a by- 
product of government, that it flows faom 
the institutions of law, order, and justice, 
and that so long as States are sovereign and 
have the legal right and military power to 
contract out of “law” then anarchy, 
another name for war, prevails. They there- 
fore propose that Britain should take a lead 
in a general advance towards a governed 
world in the following manner. 
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Henry C. Usborne, MP 


BE FIRM WITH SIR ROY 


but others will be admitted on “ lower 
qualifications.” Even here, it will be ob- 
served, there is not to be adult suffrage, 
though a majority of Africans and Asians is 
likely. This wider section of second-class 
citizens will graciously be permitted to elect 
One quarter of the members of the Legisla- 
ture. 

This is only half of Sir Roy Welensky’s 
plan to keep power in European hands. The 
other part has been revealed in a Bill which 
has just been introduced in the Federal 
Legislature. 

At present four of the six Africans in the 
Assembly are elected by African Councils : 
two from Nyasaland, two from Northern 
Rhodesia. The two African representatives 
from Southern Rhodesia are elected on what 
is called ironically a “common roll”; it is 
composed of 55,000 Europeans and less than 
600 Africans ! 

WIPED OUT 

Sir Roy now proposes that if an African 
is elected by his new Class 1 or Class 2 
voters, they shall lose one of their special 
representatives. Finally, these representa- 
tives may be wiped out altogether. In addi- 
tion, the African Affairs Board, which has 
the right to challenge any legislation which 
discriminates against Africans, would also 
be wiped out. 

So it comes to this. In a_ territory 
where there are 6,000,000 Africans and 
only a quarter of a million Europeans, a 
mainly White electorate will return three- 
quarters of the members of the Legisla- 
ture. The maximum representation for 


which Africans can reasonably hope is 

one-fourth. And Sir Roy wants Britain to 

recognise this Legislature as an instrument 
of self-government and independence ! 

This issue immediately concerns India and 
Ghana, and soon it will concern Malaya 
and Nigeria as they become self-governing 
Dominions. It concerns India and Ghana 
immediately because Sir Roy Welensky has 
indicated that he intends to raise,the ques- 
tion of Central Africa's independence at the 
coming meeting of Commonwealth Prime 
Ministers. 

{ don’t know by what right the Prime 
Minister of Central Africa attends this Con- 
ference. The precedent was set before the 
Central African Federation was formed : the 
Prime Minister of Southern Rhodesia was 
invited to these annual occasions as a con- 
sultant observer because that territory (or, 
at least, its White minority), without being 
a Dominion, had the right of internal self- 
government. But the Whites in the Federa- 
tion do not yet possess that power over its 
northern territories, Nyasaland and North- 
ern Rhodesia : African affairs are still under 
the jurisdiction of the Colonial Office. 

Sir Roy Welensky’s presence, therefore, 
is constitutionally illogical. 

Nevertheless, he has indicated that he 
intends to raise the claim of Central Africa 
to independence at the Commonwealth Con- 
ference. I have little doubt that India and 
Ghana will resist that demand until a demo- 
cratic franchise is introduced. I have little 
doubt that Malaya and Nigeria will do so 
when they are represented as self-governing 
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Dominions. We should all like to see Cen- 
tral Africa independent, but it must be on 
the basis of democracy. 

In the background there is a, still wider 
issue. The Federation of Central Africa was 
established against the wishes of the African 
population. That opposition has not 
lessened during the four years of White 
domination which have followed. In 1960 
the Constitution of the Federation will come 
under review. What is to happen if African 
opposition is maintained ? 

TWO FEARS 

The Conference of Commonwealth and 
Colonial Labour Parties which met at 
Dorking last week gave a lead on this sub- 
ject. It claimed that the peoples of the three 
territories—the two Rhodesias and Nyasa- 
land~~should have the right .of self-deter- 
mination. If a plebiscite were taken on the 
whole population, there is no doubt that 
Nyasaland would decide to withdraw from 
the Federation and there is little doubt that 
Northern Rhodesia would make the same 
decision. 

This is the reason why Sir Roy Welensky 
is in such a hurry to get “ independence.” 
He has two fears. The first is that the 
Labour Party, whose ideas he has described 
as “ half-baked,” will be returned to power 
in 1960. His second fear is that the African 
majorities in Nyasaland and Northern 
Rhodesia will resist the continuation of a 
White-dominated Federation in that year. 

We must be firm with Sir Roy. The 
peoples of Central Africa must have demo- 
cracy. They must have self-determination. 
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The next move 


From Commander Sir Stephen King-Hall 
WAM AY I express my appreciation to all 
4Y= those who in Peace News and in 
letters sent to me from all over the country 
and overseas are supporting the idea that 
there should be an authoritative enquiry of 
some kind into the question of whether or 
not the Defence policy of the United King- 
dom should be based on the strategy and 
tactics of non-violent resistance. 

I would also like to report that urgent 
consultations are taking place to decide 
what the next move should be, The fact is 
that in puting forward the proposal we seem 
to have pressed a button A which has sud- 
denly connected us to an enormous public 
and this creates administrative problems. 

They will be solved, but it is important 
to remember that part of our task is a great 
educative effort in Great Britain, and if this 
is to be successful it must be conducted 
with energy, determination, and careful 
planning—-STEPHEN KING-HALL, 162 
Buckingham Palace Rd., London, S.W.1. 


Unarmed defence 


T is officially recognised that a dozen or 
so hydrogen bombs could devastate this 
country, and that there is no effective de- 
fence against them. It has now been demon- 
strated that Britain can explode her own 
hydrogen bombs, but we confess that this 
does not make us feel any more secure. 

It is plain that defence by armed force 
has reached a “reductio ad absurdum” and 
we are bound to ask ourselves the question: 
“Is there no other means of defence which 
does not involve this threat to destroy and 
be destroyed? ” 


fe hate Gant 


Letters. t. 


We were very pleased to see that this 
question was raised in a recent issue of the 
King-Hall Newsletter, with the suggestion 
that a Royal Commission be established to 
explore the possibilities of defence without 
armed force. We have ourselves been 
thinking out some of the implications of 
unarmed defence and should be glad to 
hear from any of your readers who have 
the same concern. 

CHARLES A. COULSON, 

A. RUTH FRY, 

C. ERNEST PEVERLEY, 

—ALAN LITHERLAND, 16 Harlech Road, 
Liverpool] 23. 


Labour and Conservative 


THE writer of your notes ‘In Perspective’ 

(P.N. May 31) makes an amazing de- 
claration. He writes: “it is difficult enough 
in all conscience to distinguish between 
what the Labour Party and what the Con- 
servative Party stand for.” 

If this is true why is it that Peace News 
always turns to the Labour Party when it 
wants articles by MPs written from the 
pacifist and anti-imperialist viewpoint? Is 
there one Tory MP who would agree with 
any of the objectives of the pacifist move- 
ment ? 

Mav I point out some further obvious 
differences that seem to have escaped your 
contributor’s notice ? 

1. As the 1956 Conservative Party annual 
conference showed the rank and file of that 
Party are even more bellicose than their 
leaders. ‘This was revealed by the hysteria 
over Suez and support for capital punish- 
ment. 


DESCRIPTIVE VERSES 


D. S. Savage reviews 


The Descent into the Cave. 


Me: Kirkup is known chiefly for a mem- 

orable poem about a heart operation 
which he attended as a spectator— 
memorable by virtue of the novelty and 
interest of its subject: it was an accurate 
and telling piece of reportage. In these 
verses, too, Mr. Kirkup plays the role of 
onlooker, and many of them are on novel 
and interesting subjects: of public con- 
venience, of old trousers, an expedition 
with spelacologists. Nothing wrong with 
the descriptions : 

Smooth elm handles, shaped 

By the craftsman’'s adze, 

And by the years, to fit 

The gardeners’ great hands. 


Two sturdy legs, one 
Shorter than the other, stand 
With broad composure on 
Gravelled path or tilted land, 
(The Garden Wheelbarrow) 


Still, it’s a weakness in a poet to. lean so 
entirely upon his subject-matter, his obser- 


Man’s mind and 
the world 


ROBERT GREACEN reviews 
Saving The Appearances: A Study in 
Idolatry by Owen Barfield, Faber 21s. 


T the outset it must be stated that this 

reviewer has no qualifications, other 
than a willingness to learn, for critical 
comment on a learned philosophical study 
such as “Saving the Appearances.” 

This is indeed a difficult book whose riches 
will only be yielded to the reader pre- 
pared not merely to read it once, but to 
live with it for a time, reading and re- 
reading it. 

Owen Barfield starts from a theory of 
knowledge that stresses the subjective 
element in contemporary human exper- 
ience. Then he proceeds to show that the 
growth of human thought may not just be 
considered as the history of men with 
minds like our own and who simply 
happened to hold different ideas about 
phenomena, but that man’s mind and the 
world he inhabits develop together. 


A plea is made for what the author terms 
“final participation,” beginning with re- 
cognition of the man-made nature of our 
world. Thus we should be led forward, 
Mr. Barfield believes, eventually to see 
the revelation of a mind Jike ours, and 
which has become “ours” through the 
Incarnation, by which the Creator of 
man’s world Himself became man. 


By James Kirkup, Oxford University Press, 12s, 6d. 


vations, These should be made subser- 
vient to an inner vision and become its 
vehicles. Or at least they should be per- 
vaded by the poet’s temperament, or 
somehow brought within the circles of his 
moods and obsessions. But Mr. Kirkup 
seems to have no obsessions, and not 
much temperament. 


His poetic personality works at low tension, 
and this is expressed in loose lines, slack 


= BOOKS 

— 

——————————————— 
rhythms, heterogeneous images and mis- 
cellaneous subjects. 


True poets are more involved, intelligently 
involved, in life than Mr. Kirkup seems 
to be: for them, the onlooker’s role is 
insufficient. Perhaps the best things here 
are the translations, and a humorous piece 
called “Love in a Space Suit.” There is 
good description in the title-poem. 


International 
Organisations 


Yearbook of International Organisations, 
Smith edition, London: E.S.Tew, 70s. 


ANYONE actively concerned with interna- 
dional affairs, whether commercial, in- 
dustrial, social or governmental, will have 
frequent need of recourse to this excellent 
reference book. 


Despite its title, it is not a yearbook, but a 
directory, and seems to appear not an- 
nually but biennially. 


It is well printed and strongly bound in 
Belgium, and in nearly 1,300 pages con- 
tains full details of the structure, mem- 
bership, officers, objects and activities of 
more than 1,100 international organisa- 
tions. A rapid check on those that came 
readily to the mind showed that they were 
all there in detail (including the War 
Resisters’ International) and, a small point 
that gave confidence in the care with 
which the compilation had been done, the 
date at which the information was last 
checked appeared at the end of each entry. 


T.R.D. 


By comparison the membership of the 
Labour Party is more enlightened than the 
leaders on peace issues i.e.: the H-bomb, 
opposition to German re-armament, colonial 
policy ete. 

2. There has always been active opposi- 
tion to conscription in the Labour Party, 


even when Labour was in office. Are there 
any Tories who have taken a consistent 
stand on this issue ? 

3. The Labour Party led British public 
opinion against the Suez war policy of the 
Eden Government. 

4. Where is not one Tory MP who has 
opposed manufacture or testing of the H- 
bomb. Many Labour MP’s oppose the 
whole policy, whilst the official policy of the 
Party is against the tests. 

5. In home affairs the Tories pursue an 
economic policy to placate those who live 
by rent, profit and interest, whilst Labour 
believes in planning for public welfare. 

The Labour Party, although it has made 
many mistakes, has been built on socialist 
foundations. Socialism seeks to establish 
the brotherhood of man. I believe the 
Tories stand for the exact opposite, as their 
record clearly shows—RON HUZZARD, 
37 Hollingworth Rd., Petts Wood, Kent. 


Letter from Gandhi 


WITH regard to your 1909 letter from 

Gandhi to Tolstoy published PN May 
31, when [ visited Yasnaya Polyana in 1932 
—this was the village where Tolstoy had his 
home—Tolstoy’s study was exactly as he 
had left it in 1910 (the house and all in it 
were destroyed. I believe, in the war): on 
his study table was Mr. Doke’s book, about 
which Gandhi writes, with an inscription in 
it from Gandhi—JOHN S, HOYLAND, 
Kentmere, Rednal, Birmingham. 


UN Police Force 


O pacifists consider it against their prin- 
ciples to serve in the UN Police Force, 
and if so how do they justify their point 


‘of view ? 


Inside the nation, law and order depend 
very largely on goodwill and public opinion, 
but we find it necessary to have police who 
use a certain amount of force against those 
individuals who are not willing to keep the 


law out of spontaneous goodness——and we’ 


all have moments of unwillingness. 

Is it not likely that the community of 
nations will develop in the same way ? 

It seems to me that their is room for a 
group of individuals who would pledge 
themselves not to use or manufacture nuclear 
weapons in any circumstances nor to help 
others to do so, not to serve in the armed 
forces of any individual nation, but be 
willing to serve in any international police 
force acting under the orders of the UN, 
using non-nuclear weapons and trained to 
use only the minimum force necessary. 

Such a group would act as a pressure 
group compelling the Government to sup- 
port and strengthen the UN. Women and 
older men might withhold the part of their 
income tax spent in national armaments 
and offer to pay it to the UN instead. 

Will readers give me their opinions ? 
—JANE DARROCH, 9 Falcon Gdns., 
Edinburgh 10. 


Towards independence 


INCE Professor Ferguson wrote his 
background for Peace News, May 24, 

on the (Nigerian) Constitutional Conference, 
one or two of the points he made have 
been invalidated. ; 

The Sardauna‘s speeches in London in 
the last few days point clearly not to jealous 
care against being “swamped by the more 
volatile south,” but to a desire in the 
Northern Region for closer integration with 
the Eastern and Western Regions. 

Here are a few facts to help your readers 
properly evaluate John Ferguson's 
Statistics : 

1. Over 80 per cent of the total popula- 

tion of this country are still illiterate. 
In the Northern Region, where the 
illiteracy incidence is about 95 per cent, 
there are less than 20 indigenous uni- 
versity graduates. 

2.The ratio of medical practitioners to 
population in Nigeria is about a thou. 
sandth that of England. 

3. Less than 500 miles of railway have 
been constructed during the last 20 
years. 

4. Dr. Azikiwe is not a lawyer. 

—OLUMBE BASSIR, University College, 
Ibadan, Nigeria. 


Shorthand writers for conferences, committee 
meetings, etc. any time, anywhere. 
Official verbatim reports or narratives. 

Duplicating. typing, translating. 


MABEL EYLES, Duplicating and secretarial agency. 
395 Hornsey Road, London N.19, (ARC 1765 MON 1701) 


“| renounce war and | will never 
i support or sanction another ” 
} This pledge, signed by each member, is 
the basis, of the Peace Pledge Union. 
Send YOUR pledge to PPU Headquarters 


DICK SHEPPARD HOUSE 
| 6, Endsleigh Street London, W.C.1 


PEACE NEWS HOLIDAY BUREAU 


will be pleased to help with your holiday 
enquiries. Selections of brochures from adver- 
tisers and suggestions offered without charge. 
Send a stamped addressed envelope to 


3 Blacksteck Road, London N.4. 


“KEEP UP THE H-TEST PROTESTS” } 
‘¢ Death Stands 
at Attention ” | 

by HAROLD DAVIES, MP 
Second Printing now on sale 
6d. (2d.) or 5s. dozen post free 


HOUSMANS BOOKSHOP 
3 Blackstock Read, London, N.4. 


PRINTING 


MAGAZINES - PAMPHLETS 

NEWSLETTERS : POSTERS 

Reports, Balance Sheets, and 
all Commercial Printing 


Enquiries receive prompt attention. 


C. A. BROCK & Co. 


LIMITED 
79 Southern Row, London, W.10 | 


Sars 
START TODAY 


Let Your Savings Earn 


O/ FREE OF 
ifs INCOME TAX 


@ 
Interest from day of investment. 
No depreciation of capital. 


Prompt and easy withdrawals. 


Write to the Secretary for the 
Society’s free ‘Guide to Investors.’ 


ST. PANCRAS 
BUILDING SOCIETY 
The Home of Good Security 


200, Finchley Read, Londen, N.W.3. 
Swiss Cettage 2000 


lowst 


NC 
Road 

so 
Hous 
Disar 


mittee 
LO 
High 
* The 
Dr. » 
STV 
Mane 
E. 
Speak 
Memt 


sol 
Film, 
mittee 


forma 

KIN 
Chure 
Norfo 


BIR 
from ' 
Black 


cot 
Harve 
War.” 


HU 
Austin 
Norfo 


RO) 
** Shac 
contin 
we 
Shae 
for N 


BAF 
** Shac 
Janes 


LEY 
Bush 
and F 


RUt 
Mectir 
Sybil 
cillor 


sot 
Confer 
Ingled 


LEY 
Road, 
on “ 
refresh 


LIV 
ing of 


HY! 
Group 
GLé 
Meetin 


Lon 
redeco 
72 Oal 


SHI 
premisi 


MAT 
Christi 
ministe 


KID 
plays, 


RES 


As this is a free service we reserve the right to 
select for publication notices sent in. We nevertheless 
desire to make it as complete a service as we reason- 
ably can, and therefore urge organisers of everts to: 


1. Send notices to arrive not later than Mot. : .m. 


2. Include: Date, TOWN, Time, Place (hall. 
gireet); nature of event; speakers, organisers (and 
secretary's address). 

Friday, June 14 


LONDON, BOWES PARK, N.13: 8 p.m.; Bowes 
Park Methodist Church, Bowes Road, N.13. Role 
Tawm, Secretary of War Resisters’ International, 
“International Peacemaking.” Methodist Peace Fel- 


lowship. 
Monday, June 17 


NORTHFLEET: 8 p.m.; The Manse, Dene Holm 
. Gravesend FoR Meeting. 

ROUTHAMPTON : 7.30 p.m.; Friends _Mecting 

House, Ordnance Road. Discussion on Unilateral 

Disarmament, PPU. 


Tuesday, sone his ctrech 
IGHTON : 7.30 p.m. Friends Centre, o “ 
Finn “Shadow of Hiroshima.’ H-bomb Meeting icd 
by Rev. John Rowlands, BSc, UNA, SoF and ten 
DOWNHAM MARKET: 7.30 — p.m.: Wes ey 
Methodist Church Schoolroom, — Cannon Square. 
Film, ‘‘ Shadow af Hiroshina West Norfolk Com- 
i for Nuclear Weapons Information. — 
mONDON, N.14: 8 p-m.; Church House. Small Hall, 
High Street. Public Meeting (Inier- denominational) 
“The Hazards of H-bomb Tests.’ Main speaker : 
Dr. Michael Ash, Medical Research Scientist. ; 
STRETFORD: 7.30 Oe Derbyshire Lane. 
ster Central Group P 5 
ManchcaEEN ! 8 p.m.; Vernon Hall, Vernon Road. 
Speaker: B. G. Pope. Subject: Christian Science. 
Members and friends—Richmond PPU. 
Wednesday. June 19 ai ern 
s TH WOOTTON: 7.30) p.m.; iNlage Hall. 
Hines Shadow of Hiroshima.” West Norfolk Com- 
mittee for Nuclear Weapons Information. 
Thursday, June 20 4 ; 
ALTON: 7.30 p.m.; ‘ Hillerest.” Windmill Hill. 
Ted Berrow leads a discussion on “ How to Deal 
with a Dictator.” by A. J. Muste. PPU Group. 
= NOTE CHANGE. 
COOL 8 p.m.; Congregational Church. 
Vera Brittain. ; 
LEYTONSTONE: 8 p.m. Friends Meeting House, 
Bush Road (near Green Man). Ray Harris on Child- 
ren’s Books and Reading. E.10 and E.11 PPU Group. 
LONDON, W.C.1: 7.30 p.m.; Dick Sheppard House, 
6 Endsleigh Street. A speaker from the Young Con- 
servative Association. PYAG. 
ROCHESTER: 7.30 p.m. at 24 Blaker Avenue. 
Geoff. Heminway “ Quaker Relief in Korea." FoR. 
SOUTH LYNN: 7.30 p.m.: Union Baptist Charet. 
Wisbech Road. Film, ‘ Shadow of Hiroshima. 
West Norfolk Committee for Nuclear Weapons In- 
farmation. 
Friday, June 21 7 
KING’S LYNN: 7.30 p.m.; St, James's Methodist 
Church Hall, Film, ‘* Shadow of Hiroshima. West 
Norfolk Committee for Nuclear Weapons Information. 
Saturday, June 22 
BIRMINGHAM : 2.30 p.m.; Women’s Protest: March 
from Cambridge Restaurant (behind Hall of Memory). 
Rlack sashes. 
Munday, June 23 
COULSDON: 3. p.m.: 87 Chaldon Way. Edgar 
Harvey, ‘* Recollections of a Pacifist in the first World 
War.’’ Surrey Area PPU. 
Monday, June 24 
HUNSTANTON : 7.30 p.m.; Methodist Church Hall, 
Austin Street. Film ‘* Shadow of Hiroshima.’ West 
Norfolk Commiitee for Nuclear Weapons Information. 
Tuesday, June 25 
ROTHERHAM: 7.30 p.m.: Public Library. Film, 
“Shadow of Hiroshima.’ Election of Committee to 
continue campaign against H-bomb tests. 2 
WISBECH: 7.20 p.m.: Baptist Church Flall, Film, 
“ Shadow of Hiroshima.' West Norfolk Committee 
for Nuclear Weapons Information. 
Wedneslay, Sune 26 
BARKING : 8 p.m.; Friends Meeting House, Film. 
“Shadow of Hiroshima.” Speaker: Prof. G. 0. 
Jones, SoF, FoR. Liberal Party. 
Thursday, June 27 
LEYTONSTONE: 8 p.m. Friends Meeting House, 
Bush Road (near Green Man), Group Discussion. E.16 
and E.11 PPU Group. 
Friday, Inne 28 , 
RUGBY: 7.30 p.m. Brotherhood House. Public 
Mecting: “A Realistic Defence Policy.’ Speakers : 
Sybil Morrison. Victor Yates, MP. Chairman; Coun- 
cillor W. A. Manning, IP. PPU. 
Saturday, June 29 
SOUTHPORT : 10 a.m. to § p.m.: FoR North-West 
Conference. Max Parker. Details from W. Elarrison, 
Ingledene. Much Heole, Preston. 
Sunday, June 30 
LEYTONSTONE: 3 p.m. Friends House. Bush 
Road, E.1l. Annual Garden Meeting, Eilecn Fletcher 
on * Kenya.” Tea § p.m. Concert. Contributions to 
refreshments welcomed. E.10:E.11 PPU. 


PTTTi Cio) 


Every week ! 
SATURDAYS 


LIVERPOOL: 8 p.m.; Pier Head. Open-air meet- 
ing of Liverpool and District Peace Board, 


SUNDAYS 
HYDE PARK: 6.30 p.m.; Pacifist Youth Action 
Group. Every Sunday. PYAG. 
GLASGOW : & p.m.; at Queen's Park Gates. PPU 
Meeting. Open-air. 


SATURDAYS AND SUNDAYS 
LONDON: Weekend Workcamps, cleaning and 
redecorating the homes of old-age pensioners. IVSP, 
72 Oakley Sq., London, N.W.1. 


MONDAYS 
SHIPLEY: 7.15 p.m.; Shipley Group in new 
premises in Labour Party Rooms, Westgate, Shipley. 


TUESDAYS mg 

ANCHESTER: 1-2 p.m; Deansgate Blitz Site. 

Christian pacifist open-air mig. Local Methodist 
ministers and others. MPF. 


WEDNESDAYS 

KIDBROOKE : 8 p.m.; 141 Woolacombe Rd. Talks, 

plays, discussion, music, radio, etc. Fellowship Party. 
THURSDAYS 

GLASGOW: 8 p.m.; Corner of Blythswood Sireet 
and Sauchiehall Street. Open-air Meeting. Glasgow 
H-bomb Committee. 

LEYTONSTONE : 8 p.m.; Friends Mtg. Ho., Bush 
Road. E.10 and E.11 Group. PPU. 

LONDON, W.C.1: 7.30 p.m.; Dick Sheppard Ho., 
6 Endsleigh St. PYAG. 

L@NBON, W.C.1: 1.201.460 p.m.; Church of St. 
George the Martyr, Queen Sq., Southampton Row. 
Weekly lunch-howr Service ef Intercession for World 
Peace. Conducted by Clergy and laymen of different 
denominatiens. 
AQUSREDSTSCCRESSSHUCTCERBOTROARETER ESR SUESAR 


TWO GERMAN COs 


W HAT most of the young war resisters in Germany are like I cannot say. 
I met several while in Hamburg and interviewed two of them for Peace 
News. It is difficult to say how typical their views are, but they are not unusual. 


Heinz Hohn and Thomas Hahn, both 19, 
are members of the Hamburg group of 
International der Kriegsdienstgegner (IdK), 
the German section of the War Resisters’ 
International. 

Heinz was blond, 
tall and pleasant; he 
wore a long leather 
top coat. He does 
electro - mechanical 
work, such as insula- 
tion, for an electric 
company. 


When we met he 
was expecting shortly 
to appear before one 
of the commissions 
the government has 
established to consider 
applications of con- 
scientious objectors 


Heinz Hohn 
for exemption from military duty. 


Heinz told me he would refuse military 
duty even if the commission did not grant 
him exemption. 


Not willing to kill 


He had not heard much from other 
people about these ideas, but would be 
happy if all people held this opinion about 
war resistance. I asked questions in English 
and Hans-Konrad Tempel translated for us. 


Why did he not want to go into the 
army ? 

** Because of my conscience. I am not 
willing to kill with weapons in my hand 
. .. Not willing to kill another person.” 


He was, of course, against other people 
fighting as well. “The best thing would 
be to be neutral.” 


During the war Heinz family lived in a 
hospital for soldiers, (His father was a 
pacifist.) 


“J have seen with my own eyes how 
people have come back from the war.” 


He was willing to do alternative work in 
place of military duty. (Recognised objectors 
must do 21 months alternative work to the 
conscript’s 12 months military duty.) Heinz 
would prefer to do work connected 
with his occupation, or to work on 
the land. He was “not willing to work in 
factories producing munitions.” The Red 
Cross was a possibility but he did not want 
to do ambulance work just to “ help them 
start fighting again.” 


Being without weapons 


Heinz had not talked with other war 
resisters until last October. 


He had since discussed his opinions with 
people at work. “They agreed,” he said. 
joined IdK last October, although he had 
“If all people refused to go into the army, 
it would be a contribution to peace.” He 
joined IdK last October, although he had 
held his views since 1944-45. “I have seen 
them coming back,” he said again. 


Were there other ways to defend frec- 
dom? “By negotiation, being neutral,” 
he replied. 

“But what if an army invaded Ger- 
many ?™ I asked. “Tf people did not take 
weapons, there would be no war,” he 
replied, “for there is no defence with 
weapons.” Being without weapons “ causes 
no killing.” 


Personal violence 


He had reached his decision for himself 
and thought that others must reach the 
same position also for themselves. 


Did he also reject personal violence ? 
“It depends,” he replied. If he did use it, 
it would not be premeditated. He might 
“if it just comes out of myself” without 
thinking about it. 


Although recognising a relationship, Heinz 
saw war as something different from 
personal violence. He could have no part 
in it, and would take the same position if 
they put him in prison for five years, 


Thomas Hahn was 
not from Hamburg. 
His family came from 
the Russian zone. He 
was slender, dark 
haired, and well- 
dressed. Thomas, like 
Heinz, was born in 
1937. 


Why did he not 
want to go into the 
army ? Because he 
was not “ educated in 
school and home to 
kill other people.” 
Thomas spoke fairly 
good English. His 
father had been an 
officer in the army, but Thomas’ views 
were different. 


Thomas Hahn 


“TI don’t like the soldiers and the war, 
Our society asks us not to kill, but the 
young men are asked to be trained in 
killing.” 

His was an act of conscience, he felt, 
and not directed against the State itself. 


He met war resisters in the printing firm 
where he works. After some months (last 
July) he went to a meeting of IdK of boys 
his own age who would be subject to 
conscription. 


“We met every fortnight in a preparation 
course,” he said. They had mock commis- 
sion sessions and some discussions. ‘“ After 
some time the newspapers said we must 
go to be soldiers.” Thomas asked to be 
registered as a conscientious objector last 
November. 


Alternative work 


He only reported for his physical exami- 
nation after threats by the chairman of the 
commission. He too was waiting to appear 
before the commission asking for exemp- 
tion as a war resister, 


He would do some alternative work, but 
not just anything he might be asked to do. 


“If it did come to war and I were in 
the army I would have to fight against 
brothers in East Germany,” he told me. 
But he was, “of course, not willing to 
use arms” in other wars as well, 


He was willing to fight with fists in certain 
cases, but this was different from war. 

He did not think there was danger of 
aggression. It ‘“ would be best if all people 
in the world” would also refuse military 
service, 


Were there non-violent methods of 
resisting ? “Yes, but I cannot say what 
kinds of things.” 


Like Heinz he had not done any reading 
on pacifism. His had been a_ personal 
decision, and he thought many others were 
facing a similar one. 

Since I left Hamburg both Heinz and 
Thomas were granted conscientious objector 
status by the commission. 


Examination Committee 


Also while there I met a member of one 
of the commissions for conscientious 
objectors. 


He was Dr, Martin Meier-Siem, former 
Chairman of the Hamburg group of IdK. 
He is also highly respected for his work for 
orphans, and as a radiologist is one of 
the leading members of the medical associa- 
tion in Hamburg. 

There are three members of the examina- 
tion committee. Two are elected by the 
district parliament. (Each district has such 
a commission.) One is appointed by the 
Government. 

The first time Dr, Meier-Siem sat as a 
member of the commission was only a few 
days before I met him at his medical office. 

Two boys had appeared before them that 
day. The examination was led by Dr. 
Biermann who was appointed by the Minis- 
try of Defence, but was without a vote on 
the commission. Dr. Biermann was “kind in 
manners and tries to understand the opinion 
of others.” 
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TERMS : Cash with order, 3d. per word, min. 2s. 6d. 
(Box No. 1s. extra). Please don’t send stamps in 
Payment, except for odd pence. Address for Box No. 
replies: Peace News, 3 Blackstock Rd., London, N.4. 

LATEST TIME for copy: Monday morning. 

Whilst the policy of Peace News is not.to restrict 
any concern or individual from advertising in these 
columns, it must be noted that we do not necessarily 
share the views nor the opinions of all our advertisers. 


MEETING 


S. PLACE Ethical Soc. Conway Hall, Red Lion 
Square, London, W.C.1. Sunday, 11 a.m., June 16. 
Kathleen Knott, ** Psychology and Practical Morality,” 
Adm, free. Free copy ‘* Monthly Record,” on request. 

“HOW TO STAY YOUNG!” Beatrice Park, BSc, 
Caxton Hall, Monday, June 17, 7.30 p.m. 2s. 6d. 
London Natural Health Society. 

INTERNATIONAL MEETING OF YOUTH. There 
will be 70 participants from 15 nations at The 
Grammar School in Pembroke during the fortnight 
July 19 to August 3. A varied programme of dis- 
cussions, lectures and out-door activities. Total cost-— 
£7, Applications should be sent to The Honorary 
Secretary, Pembroke Dock International Friendship 
Society, 45 Dimond St. East, Pembroke Dock. 


ACCOMMODATION 


i FROM TIME TO TIME we have quiet accommoda- 
tion available for long term letting. Separate rooms: 
own cooking facilities. Apply, Sec. the Vedanta Move- 
ment, Batheaston Villa, Bath. 

HOMELY ACCOMMODATION and Jolly good food 

fo visitors and permanent guests. CANonbury 1340, 
Telkea Shayler, 27 Hamilton Pk., N.S. 
_ PROPERTY BUYING AND SELLING? For 
immediate confidentiat attention, contact Parsons and 
Co. TUL. 3052, Sales of modern property effected 
in three days. 

FLAT AVAILABLE, London, W.C.1 vice one un- 
furnished room, gas ring or equivalent. Box No. 733. 

FURNISHED BED-SITTER, use kitchen and bath- 
room, Kensington flatlet house, for 10s. weekly, 15 
minutes’ help daily, and 2-3 evenings sitting-in. Man 


pacifist. Early July, Peggy Smith, 41 Courttield 
Road, London, S.W.?7, 
EDUCATION 


SPEAKING AND WRITING lessons (correspon- 
dence, visit), 5s. Dorothy Matthews, BA, 32 Primrose 
Hill Rd., London, N.W.3. PRImrose 5686. 


FOR SALE 


WHAT ARE YOUR commerciaj and personal 
stationery necds ? HOUSMANS STATIONERY DEPT. 
can deal with them. Plain postcards, 2s. 10d. per 
100 ; white envelopes 6 x 34 ins., 21s. per 1,000 box; 
manilla, 14s, 6d. per 1,000 box; white bank paper 
10 x 8 ins., 9s. per 500 sheets; newswrappers 10 x 
5 in., 198. per 1,000, 25. 3d. per 100; plain economy 
labels 44 x 33 in., 14s. 6d. per 1,000, Is. 8d. per 100. 
All post free. Harley Bond Writing Pads, etc., from 
6d. each, postage extra. All profits to Peace News. 
Write or call HOUSMANS STATIONERY DEPT., 3 
Blackstock Rd., London, N.4. 


LITERATURE 


QUAKERISM. Information and literature respecting 
the Faith and Practice of the Religious Society of 
Friends, free on application to the Friends’ Home 
Service Cuee., Friends’ House, Euston Rd., London. 


PERSONAL 


PROPERTY REPAIRS, Conversions, New Houses, 
Industrial Developments and building work of all types 
efficiently carried out by Parsons and Co, ‘Phone 
TUL. 3052 for immediate attention and free estimate. 


WAR RESISTERS' International welcomes gifts of 
foreign stamps and undamaged air mail covers. Please 
send to WRI, 88 Park Ave., Enfield, Middlesex. 


WE CAN HELP YOU. Use these columns to 
advertise your services, sell your products and seek 
your needs. Write to the Advertisement Manager, 
Peace News, 3 Blackstock Rd., London, N.4. 


THE WORLD League Against Vivisection oppose 
all crueltics in food, dress, amusement and medicine 
“The Animals' Champion’ free on request. 42 
Aberdeen Rd., London, N.S, 


SITUATIONS VACANT 


PEACE NEWS OFFICE IS OPEN up to 9 p.m 
every Wednesday evening for the sale of books and 
Stationery, and for voluntary help with the despatch 
of Peace News. Visitors welcomed. (Mon. to. Fri. 
8.30 a.m. to 5.30 p.m.) 3 Blackstock Rd. (above Fish 
and Cook, statieners), Finsbury Park (near sta.), N.4 


PEACE NEWS STAFF. A competent shorthand 
typist and gencral office assistant urgently required 
for the circulation, advertising and business side of 
Peace News. Adequate wage, three weeks’ annual 
holiday, 1957 holiday arrangements allowed if possible. 
Please write, The Manager, Peace News Ltd., 3 Black- 
stock Road, N.4. 


HOLIDAYS 


BLUE IDOL, Cootham, Horsham, Sussex. Historic 
16th century house, associated William Penn. Fully 
modernised, good food, beautiful surroundings. 
Cootham 24], 


BOURNEMOUTH (Boscombe). Friendly comfort- 
able private hotel, near sea. Ordinary and vegetarian 
food. Norah Bailey, Court Green, Glen Rd. Tel. 
Boscombe 33621, 


CARDIGAN BAY. Sea and Mountains, Vegetarian 
Guest House in National Park, 6 gns. Trevor and 
Mary Jepson, Brackenhurst, Fairbourne (Tel. 226) 
Merioneth. 

KESWICK—Visit Highfield Vegetarian Guest House, 
The Heads, for the holiday of your choice. Good 
centre for restful or energetic holidays. Good food. 
Friendly atmosphere. Anne Horner. "Phone 508. 

NORTH WALES. Vegetarian guest house, or. 
mountains ard sea. Lovely woodland garden. Brochure 
from Jeannie and George Lake, Plas-y-Coed, Penmaen 
Park, Llanfaitfechan. Tel, 161. 


Fifth onan 
DR. SCHWEITZER’S 
H-bomb test appeal 


Two-page broadsheet full text of his world 
appeal to stop the H-bomb tests, reprinted 


from Peace News. For widest possible 


distribution now. 
4d. each; 2s. dozen; 15s. 100 post free 


8-—PEACE NEWS—June 14, 1957 


By Sybil Morrison 


What shall it profit a man... ? 


“TI cannot see any moral difference between 50,000 people being killed by 
one man with one bomb, and 50,000 people being killed by 50,000 men with 


50,000 bullets. One method 


is as damnable as the other. . 


. . The only 


alternative is pacifism. But, however much I wish I could, I just can’t accept the 
pacifist position, because I can't with any shred of consistency accept the 
privileges, benefits and protection which I claim from my country if I will not 


accept the obligations which I owe it. 


—Canon R. H. Hawking, Vicar of St. Mary’s, Nottingham. Whitsuntide, 1957. 


TPHERE are, no doubt, a majority of 
“ people who are prepared to argue 
that if faced with two evils it is better 
to choose the lesser, regardless, appar- 
ently, of the fact that by so doing they 
are denying the existence of good. 


This, however, is the attitude and the 
argument of politicians and statesmen of all 
political parties and religious denominations, 
in regard to the use of the method of war, 
whether it be with so-called conventional 
weapons, or with nuclear weapons which 
may destroy the whole world. 

But, for a minister of the Christian 
Church to condemn the method of war in 
forthright terms, to declare that whether it 
be between men on a battlefield, or between 
nuclear bombs and utterly helpless civilians, 
it is equally ‘“ damnable,” and yet condone 
it on the grounds of “consistency,” is not 
only exceedingly astonishing, but extremely 
deplorable. 

* 


Canon Hawking is evidently under the 
impression that the privileges and benefits 
and so-called protection he receives from 
the State are dependent upon this country 
having the means to slaughter 50,000 people, 
or to blow the world to pieces, 

He cannot be a pacifist because it would 
be inconsistent to accept the privileges of 
citizenship and not accept the obligation to 
destroy the human race if necessary, 

If, however, the obligations of citizenship 
should clash with the obligations of con- 
science, it seems odd that a minister of the 
Christian Church, using such a strong word 
as “damnable,” should plump for consist- 
ency rather than for conscience. 

His obligation to the State, it would seem, 
has come to seem more important to him 
than the teachings of the founder of his 
Church. 

It may be possible to argue that an action 
is “damnable” and yet condone it, but it 
can scarcely be called “ consistent,” let alone 
moral. 

Long a9 Jesus, whom no doubt Canon 
Hawking believes to be God, stated in no 
uncertain terms that a strong man armed 
might keep his house and his goods in peace 
for a time, but that if he depended upon 
that method and a stronger than he should 
come against him, he might lose, not only 
his possessions and privileges, but even the 
armour in which he had, mistakenly and 


foolishly, put his trust, 

In that eleventh chapter of St. Luke’s 
Gospel, Jesus states unequivocally that the 
Devil cannot be cast out by the Devil, that 
evil can never be defeated by evil. Nothing 


could be clearer, nothing could be more 
certain. 

The freedom the citizens of this country 
possess, to worship, speak, vote and live is 
by no means unimportant, but two world 
wars have impaired it, not secured it. 
Witch-hunting, telephone-tapping, imprison- 
ment without trial during the war—and in 
our colonies now, rations, identity cards, 
passports and visas, conscription and the 
threat of annihilation are the results of war; 
none of them spell benefits, privilege, or 
security. 

In this country, the Minister for Defence 
has told us that there is no protection 
against an attack with nuclear weapons. 
There will, therefore, by the same token, be 
no protection for those against whom we 
might use these means. If our benefits and 
privileges can be bought only at the cost of 
slaughtering our fellows it is surely time to 
pause. 

Benefits, privileges and protection are not 
what Jesus sought, nor can they ever be 
secured by “damnable” means. If the 
choice is consistency or conscience, it is to 
be hoped that conscience will win. 

For what shall it profit a man if he retain 
his citizen’s privileges and lose his own 
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The first boy was asked “‘ Do you believe 
that there is a possibility of fighting Com- 
munism with another way than arms?” 

“I don’t know,” he replied. He then went 
on to say that “if I want friendship I 
must give the hand first. If I rearm this 
friendship is not sincere friendship.” 
The second boy wore a modern jacket, 

yellow scarf, looked strong and had a 
moustache, He was a jazz fan. 

Dr. Meier-Siem declared that he was 
“astonished to hear what that young man 
thought.” 

The boy had been attending a school for 
those with subnormal intelligence, and 
because of this he would only be called 
for military duty if a war actually broke 
out. 

If he asked for a CO classification he 
would have to work for 2! months, but if 
he did not he probably would never have 
to do anything with the military service, He 
insisted that he be considered. 

“His whole personality was against war,” 
declared Dr, Meier-Siem, “Such simplicity 
was so astonishing for us, for all his un- 
intelligence, we said that if such a man 
comes to the military service his soul 
would be broken.” 

Both men received exemptions, 
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HENRY USBORNE MP 


First, by a unilateral act of national self- 
denial, a British Parliament should forswear 
the use and manufacture of atomic weapons. 


Then, with such nations as France, Ger- 
many, Pakistan, Ceylon, and as many others 
as possible, she must propose, create, and 
join a non-nuclear federation of nations. 
All the nations joining and forming part of 
it would submit to a federal law which 
would require the reduction of their national 
forces to a level required for internal police 
purposes only. All their other armed forces 
would have to be turned over to the federal 
authority and out of the aggregate a single 
fon-nuclear Federal Defence Force would 
be fashioned, the remainder being gradually 
demobilised. t 


The problem of defence and foreign 
policy would thus be taken out of the hands 
of national governments and become the 
prerogative of the Federal Parliament. Such 
a federation would be open from the start 
to accession by every nation, in the hope 
and expectation that all the others—and at 
last Russia and America—would feel able 
to join, and it would thus create a World 
Government. 


COMPARISON 


Let me now compare the NVR and 
federalist alternatives: either would be so 
much better than the traditional White 
Paper policy that I need say no more about 
that. 


Non-violent resistance evidently presup- 
poses the continued existence of the 
sovereign State. If adopted it would be a 
national policy made by a national parlia- 
ment, and would not require the creation of 
any federal institution or method of supra- 
national law enforcement. 


Thus a decision to adopt NVR could 
clearly as easily be changed back as it was 
changed forth. One remembers sadly that 
non-violence under Gandhi quickly gave 
way to a formidable Indian army under 


Nehru. 
LAW BREAKING 


If there is anything in the Foreign Secre- 
tary’s view that Britain’s retention of 
Massive nuclear armed force alone prevents 
our island being conquered by Russia, then 
it must be admitted that non-violent resist- 
ance may have to be used to prove our 
contention that it is unconquerable. 


Now, NVR, like the resistance movement 
in France during the German occupation, 
involves law-breaking—but with this differ- 
ence: that it is done without bloodshed 
or hatred, and, as Gandhi knew so weil, it 
is an extremely difficult policy to sustain. 
In any event it must encourage a faith in 
civil disobedience. Moreover, a country 
which has once practised civil disobedience 
is thereafter less easily governed democratic- 
ally. 

We are therefore confronted with this 
dilemma : dare we endanger democracy and 
risk destroying that inbred respect for poli- 
tical institutions which Britain (with so few 
other nations, fortunate enough to have 
avoided invasion and dictatorship in this 
century) now precariously exemplifies ? 


A curious disadvantage of passive resist- 
ance stems from the fact that it is so 


effective ; it can be used not only to frus- 

trate the will of an alien invader and his 

quisling henchmen but also by any deter- 
mined political minority objecting to its 
own government. 

In other words, erganised satyagraha and 
democratic government may be mutually ex- 
clusive institutions. 

If Mr. Macmillan’s Government were to 
adopt NVR in place of its present nuclear 
policy, J am sure it would succeed as a 
defence mechanism. Partly this is because 
I do not believe Russia contemplates invad- 
ing this island or trying to communise 
Britain by force. 

But if we did adopt NVR _ here, what 
would be the effect on, say, Germany, Italy, 
France? In the long run local national 
NVRs in those countries would probably 
break the heart of an invader or of any 
unpopular Communist dictatorship—and to 
that extent our example might help. 

But what of the short run? Could 
Britons stand by and maintain a policy of 
NVR if we had to watch Europe fall into 
the hands of the Communists—even though 
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we were certain that in due time the local 
NVR movements would overthrow the 
Communist regimes? For it is of the 
essence of passive resistance that it cannot 
intervene in another country’s affairs. 


I have a feeling that, even if we had all 
known in 1939 what we know now about 
the power of passive resistance, we still 
could not have sat and watched the Nazis 
gas the Jews while we waited patiently for 
German satyagrahis to overthrow Hitler. 
And | say that as a pacifist. 


IRRESPONSIBLES 


Because NVR is a form of anarchy, in- 
volving the technique of law-breaking, it 
risks putting political leadership in the 
hands of the irresponsible; for too often 
they can afford to take risks and be put in 
gaol just because they have so little to lose. 


Nor could NVR be relied on as a poli- 
tical instrument unless it does devolve 
political power extensively and in pre- 
cisely this direction. 


It is no accident that the Communists 
form the biggest political party in France. 
I wonder therefore how many anarchists 
and embittered fellow-travellers, alongside 
the genuine and devoted Christian pacifists, 
would crowd into the leadership of a 
British NVR force? Can we ignore the 
possibility that there might be a great 
many ? 

Now let us have a critical look at the 
federalist proposal. 


UNREALISTIC 


If it were adopted, it would mean that 
Britain would not have an army or a 
foreign policy any more than does Devon 
or Cornwall today. Ultimately, if all 
nations followed our example, there would 
be no need for, or purpose in, any national 
army at all. In this the pacifists and the 
federalists go hand in hand. Moreover, in 
both cases Britain is required to forswear 
the use and manufacture of nuclear 
weapons. 


It would seem therefore that if political 
and public opinion could be persuaded to 
support a policy of NVR it could as 
easily be brought to support the federal- 
ists’ proposal, for both policies are at 
present of the same order of political 
“ unreality.” 

The federalist, however, argues that 
Britain should seek to abrogate its national 
sovereignty so that a supranational federal 
parliament shall exist and shall make 
enforceable laws for national disarmament. 
In this the federalist seeks to extend the 
application of law and enlarge the area of 
government, whereas NVR enshrines exactly 
the opposite philosophy. 


DECENTRALISATION 


We suffer today from too much legisla- 
tion; and yet along come the federalists 
apparently proposing to add even more. But 
what is objectionable is excessive national 
legislation. One of the main reasons why 
Parliament at Westminster has to concen- 
trate so much power centrally is that its 
first function is to provide security for its 
citizens. Yet no nation, least of all our 
own, in this supersonic, atomic era can pos- 
sibly do that, 

If national governments did not have to 
conscript, tax, and control the entire nation 
in the interests of an unattainable defence 
policy, they could afford—and would 
promptly be compelled by public opinion— 
to devolve a lot of their functions to provin- 
cial and parish levels, 

Within a federation the integrated defence 
forces could be so much less than the pre- 
sent aggregate of the separate national ones 
that the necessary volunteers and the total 
cost should readily be forthcoming from the 
constituent pdrts without the necessity for 
massive central governmental powers to 
collect them. 

The federal proposal is thus open to 
the objection that it involves more laws, 
more parliaments, and more legislators ; 
while the criticism of NVR is that it 
encourages anarchy. But cither is a 
thousand times better than the present 
policy of the Government White Paper. 

I think, therefore, we should certainly 
press for a Royal Commission but that it 
should be free to study and report on all 
alternatives and not only non-violent resist- 
ance. 
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